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5. 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed. 

the description, pages 1-24, as originally filed, 
pages 
pages 
pages 



X 



the claims, 



X the drawings. 



f filed with the demand, 
> received on with the letter of 
, as originally filed, 
pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 25-28, received on 3 September 2001 with the letter of 3 September 2001 
pages 29-32, received on 19 December 2001 with the letter of 19 December 2001 
pages 1/7-7/7, as originally filed, 
pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 
I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23, 1(b)). 

I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
— - and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the intemational 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I I contained in the intemational application in written form. 

I I filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in con^uter readable fomi. 

I [ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

intemational application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in con:q>uter readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 
I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 1 4 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. J 6 and 70. 1 7), 

♦ ♦ Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report 
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PCT/AUOO/01081 


IV. 


Lack of unity of invention 




1. 


In response to tbe invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

1 1 restricted the claims. 

1 1 paid additional fees. 

1 1 paid additional fees under protest. 

I [ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 






X This Authority found that the requirement of unity of mvention is not complied with and chose, accordmg to Rule 
68. 1, not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 


3. 


This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 




[ 1 complied with. 






|X 1 not complied with for the following reasons: 






(1) Claims 1-12,14-17 relate to a document authentication method or device. 

The authentication method or device comprises a first "special technical feature". 




(2) Claim 13,18-29 relate to a document receptacle not requiring the same authentication method 
or device. The receptacle comprises a second "special technical feature". 




Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a 
"technical relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. 
Accordingly the international application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive 
concept, a priori. 


4. 


Consequently, the following parts of the intemational application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 




lx\ all parts. 






I I the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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V. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 


1. 


Statement 






Novelty (N) Claims 13.19.20.22.24.27,29 


YES 




Claims 1-12,14-18,21,23,25,26,28 


NO 




Inventive step (IS) Claims 13,19,20,22,24,27,29 


YES 




Claims 1-12,14-18,21,23,25,26,28 


NO 




Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-29 


YES 




Claims 


NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

NOVELTY nsn: Claims 1-12.14-18.21.23.25.26.28 






Dl = US 5818021 D2 = WO 99/04364 D3 = US 5895073 D4 = US 5790245 D5 = FR 2605674 




NEW CITATIONS felted in the third opinion): 






D6 = US 5619025 D7 = US 5740244 D8 = US 5920628 D9 = US 5923413 




NEW CITATION (cited in the fourth opinion): 






D10 = US 5607040 






NEW CITATIONS: 






Dl 1 = United States Patent Re. 28731 A (BURGIN) 9 March 1976 

D12 = FR 2755777 (GUITTON BRUNO MARCEL GEORGES) 15 May 1998 

D13 = WO 99/28846 (DIEBOLD, INCORPORATED) 10 June 1999 




Claims 1-12.14-16 






In the context of the claims and the description, the term "pre-existing" would only suggest that the identifying 
features and/or indicia were in place prior to a "re-scarming" operation of an authentication process. All the 
identifying features in the above citations are already in place prior to a scanning operation and are therefore 
"pre-existing" or old. Consequently, the claims in general are anticipated by the citations. 




Claims 1-12 






In view of the above, the features in claims 1 to 12 are generally anticipated. Citation Dl (like citation D8 for 
example) discloses:- 




i) scanning and transmission of scanned "pre-existing " identifying features to a central computer 
(column 3 line 65 to column 4 line 3) 

ii) authentication of scanned "pre-existing" identifying features at the central computer 
(column 4 lines 4 to 10) 

iii) retuming a confirmation signal on authentication via optical fibres (column 2 lines 65 to 67). 




Such disclosures in citation Dl (and the other citations) render the claimed features not novel. 




NOTE: Refer to the next Supplemental Box. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation f Box V»2 (Citations and explanations) 



Claims 14-16 



The features in these claims are disclosed. For example, each note in citation Dl (or D8) is uniquely identified, 
anticipating the feature in claim 14. The method in citation D4 involves scanning a document at more than one 
position, anticipating the feature in claim 15. The comparison of scanned identifying features with previously scanned 
identifying features is clearly disclosed in citations D6 to D8, anticipating the feature of claim 16. 



Claim 17 



Claim 1 7 is directed to a specific arrangement that involves the scanning of a bank note for printed serial number 
wherein "the bank note is not modified or altered to enable the scanning to be effected". While it is uncertain as to what 
is meant by the phrase "the bank note is not modified or altered to enable the scanning to be effected" given that all the 
banknotes as described must somehow be modified or altered to carry a scannable indicia (serial number for example), 
it is likely that the phrase is intended to limit the practice of the claimed authenticating method to notes that are already 
in circulation. Irrespective of what is actually intended, the claimed arrangement as currently drafted can not be 
considered novel in the light of US 5607040. This citation (column 10 lines 35 to 45 in particular) discloses that serial 
numbers of a banknote that is in circulation may be scarmed and compared to a database of serial numbers, for 
authentication purposes. 

Claims 18.21,23.25.26.28 



Citation Dl 1 (column 3 lines 37 to 47) discloses an apparatus in which a card (effectively an identification document) is 
scanned for authentication purpose. The card is returned to a user if foimd to be authentic or retained in the apparatus 
(receptacle) if found to be not authentic. Such disclosures anticipate the arrangement in at least claims 18 and 26. 

Citation D12 (page 2 line 18 to 23) discloses an apparatus that scans a banknote for authentication purposes. The 
apparatus is programmed to release the banknote if the latter is genuine. If the banknote is not genuine, the apparatus 
retains the banknote. Citation D13 discloses an apparatus that scans a document for authentication purposes as the 
document enters and exits the apparatus. Such disclosures anticipate the arrangement in claims 18,21,23,25,26 and 28. 



NOTE: Refer to the next Supplemental Box. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 

Continuation of Box V-2 (Citations and explanations) 

INVENTIVE STEP (IS): Claims 1.12,14.18.21.23.25.26,28 
Claims 1-12,14-16 
As above. 

It is also noted that the features added by the additional appended claims 14 to 16 do not contribute to patentable 
invention. Claim 16 for example involves the removal of changed or damaged documents from circulation. The use or 
disuse to which a rejected document is put has no effect on the working of the invention and is also common general 
knowledge (see column 14 line 33 of citation D9 for example). 

Claim 17,18,21.23.25,26.28 

As above. 
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^ (57) Abstract: Documents ieg^ bank notes, ttaveUers cheques, credit cards) (10) aie authenticated by scannmg the documents for 
^ one or more identifying feattues and/or indicia (11-19), con^jaring the scanned featuresAndicia (11-19) witii stoied information in a 
database and fransmitting a signal indicating the authenticity, or otherwise, of the documents (10). In another aspect, documents that 
Q are being deposited into a receptacle are scanned for identifying features and/or indicia and the feannes and/or indicia are recorded 
^ in a card. Access to die documents in die lecqjtacle is possible only by die presentation of die card to a reader associated with die 
^ receptacle. 
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This intemationai search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following 
reasons: 

I I I Claims Nos : 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



□ 



Claims Nos : 

because they relate to parts of the intemationai application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements 
to such an extent that no meaningful intemationai search can be carried out, specifically: 



3- 1^ Claims Nos : 



because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 
6.4(a) 

Box n Observations where unity of Invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet). 
This Intemationai Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intemationai application, as follows: 

(1) Claims 1-12. Document authentication method or device. 

(2) Claim 13. Document receptacle not requiring the same authentication method or device. 

1- I j As aU required additioiial search fees were timely paid by the appUcant, this interiiationa^ 

all searchable claims 

^' |X I ^ ^ searchable claims could be searched without efifort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not 

invite payment of any additional fee. 

^- I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemationai search 

r^rt covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequentiy, this international search 
repoTt is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest | | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

I I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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CLAIMS 

1- A method for authenticating a document including the 

steps of: 

a) scanning the document for one or more identifying 
features and/or indicia; 

b) comparing the scanned features/indicia against 
stored information in a database identifying the features/indicia as 
authentic or otherwise; and 

c) transmitting a signal confirming whether or not the 
document is authentic or otherwise. 

2. A method as claimed in Claim 1 wherein: 

the features/indicia scanned include watermarks, 
holograms, serial numbers, words, devices, colours, patterns, 
combinations, or other features or indicia printed on, embossed into, 
incorporated in, or otherwise forming part of, the document. 

3. A method as claimed in Claim 2 wherein: 

the database contains one or more features/indicia for 
comparison by which the authentication of the document may be 
determined. 

4. A method as claimed in Claim 1 wherein: 

the document is authenticated when the features/indicia 
scanned match the criteria of one or mor identification components 
stored in the database. 
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5. A method as claimed in Claim 1 wherein: 

when a document is established to be authentic or 
otherwise, the signal is transmitted to the location at which the 
document is scanned to indicate whether or not the document is 
5 authentic or otherwise and/or to one or more alternative locations. 

6. An apparatus for authenticating a document including: 

a terminal operable to scan one or more identifying 
features or indicia of the document; 

a database containing one or more stored identifying 
10 features indicative of whether or not the document is authentic or 
otherwise; 

comparator means to compare the scanned 
features/indicia with the stored identifying features; 

transmission means interconnecting the scanning means 
15 and the comparator means; and 

indicator means operable to receive a signal from the 
comparator means to indicate whether or not the document is 
authentic or otherwise. 

7. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 6 wherein: 

20 the indicator means is provided on the terminal, and one 

or more indicator means are optionally provided at alternative 
locations, eg., a bank security unit. 

8. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 6 wherein: 
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the terminal includes scanning means operable to scan 
the scanned features/indicia, and means to transport the document 
past the scanning means. 

9. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 8 wherein: 

5 the scanning means incorporates one or more scanning 

heads, each operable to scan one or more features/indicia on the 
documents. 

1 0. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 6 wherein: 

the database is provided on a central computer which 
10 incorporates the comparator means. 

1 1 . Apparatus as claimed in Claim 6 wherein: 

the transmission means incorporates any suitable 
communication means, including telephony, wireless, infra-red, 
hardware or the like. 
15 1 2. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 8 or Claim 9 wherein: 

the scanning means is a scanning head passed over the 
documents by hand. 

13. An apparatus for authenticating a document including; 

a receptacle to receive the document; 
20 means to scan the document as the document enters the 

receptacle; 

data transfer means to transfer scanned data from the 
scanning means; 
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and card means operable to receive the data; so 
arranged that: 

the document can only be released from the receptacle 

when the card means is placed in, or read by, a card reader 
5 associated with the receptacle. 
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